The construction of socially remedial legislation in Australia: the strange case of hydrotherapy.
The article examines the canons of construction of socially remedial statutes in Australia and the utility and acceptance of hydrotherapy as a means of medical treatment. It considers cases from various administrative bodies in Australia as they have applied to this mode of treatment and notes that the canons have not been applied uniformly. The results have sometimes been unhappy. The article suggests why that might be the case and argues that the process may have undermined the medical utility of the treatment.